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On a Number from the 9th line on the South Side of the
Bilga Kagan Inscription
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Ozet: Daha 19. yiizyilin sonunda Bilge Kagan Yazitinin ¢ogu kismu dnemli
Olciide yipranmis durumdaydi. Bu kisimlar bugiine degin geredi gibi
okunamadilar. Onlardan biri de giiney yiiziiniin 9. satirindaki otuz artoki : bir
30 + 1°, yani ‘31’ ibaresinden sonraki kisimdir. Arastirmacilarin ¢ogu, otuz
artoki : bir ibaresinden sonrasim ya 3/ [yasima] ... ‘31 [yasumda] ...” olarak
onardi ya da hi¢ onaramadi.

Bu arada, zaten BK D 28-29’da Bilge Kagan’in 31 yasinda basindan gegen
bir olay zikredilmistir. Ayrica, olaylar Bilge Kagan Yazitinin dogu yiiziiniin
14. satirindan (8 yas1) giiney yiizliniin 7. satirina kadar (50 yasi) art arda
sirayla anilmustir.

Bu sayidan sonraki tiimceler $6yle okunabilir: otuz artoki : bir [: yoli (veya
siiyiis) : stigiisdiim : elig : torég :] tir'kiimd : bodunuma : yegin : anca
kazganu : bertim : bunga : kazgamp [: kayim kagan : 1]t yl : onung ay : alti
otuzka : uga : bard: : “Otuz bir [kez (veya savas) savastim. Devleti yasalari]
Tirklerime (ve) halkima daha iyi bir sekilde Odylece kazaniverdim. Bunca
kazanip [babam hakan] Kopek yilinin (= Milattan Sonra 734 yil1) onuncu
ayinin yirmi altisinda vefat etti.”

Anahtar sozciikler: Bilge Kagan Yaziti, giiney yiizii, otuz bir defa.

Abstract: There were already many severely damaged parts in the Bilgd
Kagan inscription in the end of the nineteenth century. These parts have not
been read properly. One of them is on the 9th line of the south side after otuz
artoki : bir ’°30 + 1’, i.e. ‘31°. The most researchers reconstructed the words
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after otuz artoki : bir as yasima ... ‘[at my age of] 31 ...” or could not
reconstruct any word.

By the way, an event was already mentioned for the age of 31 of Bilgi
Kagan in BK E 28~29. In addition, the events are mentioned in consecutive
order from E 14 (at the age of eight) to S 7 (at the age of fifty) in the Bilgi
Kagan inscription.

The sentences after this number can be read as otuz artoki : bir [: yoli (or
siyiis) : stigisdiim : elig : torég :] tir'kiimd : bodunuma : yegin : anca
kazganu : bertim : bunca : kazganip [: kayim kagan : it y*il : onunc ay : alti
otuzka : uca : bardi : “[1 fought] thirty-one [times] (or [l engaged in] thirty-
one [battles]). For the benefit of my Turks and my people, | arranged and
organized thus [the state and the institutions] better. After he had gotten so
many victories, (my father, the kagan,) passed away on the twenty-sixth day
of the tenth month of the Year of Dog (= 734 A.D.).”
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